
Why Does Jesus Say , “Love Your Enemies?” 
 

Two weeks ago I was preparing to lead TrinKids Worship. One of the 
most challenging aspects is the lesson. For an age group with everything from a 3 
year old to a 3rd grader (and a few high school helpers), it can be difficult to find 
something that everyone can grab onto. So, when I sat down to look at Matthew 
5:43-48, I was baffled. How was I to teach children that they are not only to love 
their neighbor, but also their enemy without turning it into another behavior 
modifying moral that had all the grace and goodness of God sucked right out of 
it? In essence, the question I was asking was, “Where is Jesus in this?”  

Many parents I talk to struggle to teach their children the Bible. Fears of 
inadequacy top the list, but a close second is, “I don’t want to mess my child up 
by teaching them the wrong thing.” Know that this is a fear shared by your 
Children’s Director! It can take some work to find the message of redemption in 
each passage in the Bible.  

One thing that is helpful for me is to think through what Bryan Chappell 
calls the Fallen Condition Focus of each passage of the Bible. In short, it is asking, 
“What aspect of sin is on full display here and how is Jesus the solution to it?” It is 
only when we realize that all of the Bible from Genesis 3 onward is God’s rescue 
plan that we can grasp the notion that the Bible is not a list of good examples for 
us to follow, but is about our ever present need of Jesus in the midst of 
depravity.  

Another tool I find helpful is to not only ask the question, “What does 
this passage ask me to do?” but to also ask, “What is true about me and what is 
true about God?” You may have heard this referred to as the indicative and 
imperative balance of Scripture. We can often look at the Bible and rush to ask 
the question, “What am I supposed to do?” and forget to ask the questions of 
who Jesus is, what he has done for us, and what the need of man is.  

So, when we come to a passage like Matthew 5:43-48 it can be easy to 
fall into the trap of not looking at the Fallen Condition Focus and focusing too 
much on that “What to do?” question. A little digging, though, gets us to the root 
of what this passage is after and helps us as teachers of the Bible stay true to the 
story of Scripture instead of importing modern day morals into the equation. 

Why are we to love and pray for our enemies? The reason lies in 
Romans 5:10, “…while we were enemies we were reconciled to God by the 
death of his Son.” We love and pray for our enemies because we were enemies 
of God and it is only by his blood that we are saved. In this, we are obeying the 
call of Genesis 12:2 to “be a blessing.” So…in the end we are modeling Jesus to 
others, recognizing what the Father has done for us through him.

                            

 

A Mag ical  Weekend of Madness for 
Tr in ity on March 31st and Apri l  1st 
Mark your calendars now for a packed out 
weekend at the end of this month. On March 
31st, we will be hosting a one-day Parenting 
Retreat from 9 am to 2 pm. More info is 
available on the TrinKids Blog. This will be a 
valuable time to look at what the Bible has to 
say about our responsibility as parents. The 
retreat is open to anyone in the congregation, 
not just parents! Childcare will be available for 
nursery through 6th grade, but you have to 
sign-up on the TK Blog so we know how 
many helpers to get! 
 

Then, just when you thought the weekend 
was over, we will have a special event Sunday 
night. At 5:15, we will be hosting a church-
wide potluck, Easter egg hunt, and concert by 
Mosaic – a Christian band out of Nashville. 
We would love for everyone to join us for a 
great night of fun! If you plan on coming, here 
is a list of what to bring: 
 

If you last name starts with: 
 A-J – Entrée that feeds 6 people. 
 K-Q – Side item that feeds 6 people. 
 R-Z – Dessert item that feeds 6 people. 
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“TrinKidsTuscaloosa” on 
Facebook 

    Follow the Blog @ 
    trinkidstuscaloosa.com 

Upcoming Events 

March 4, 18, 25 – TrinKids PM  
(No TKPM on March 11th) 

March 31st – Parenting Retreat 
Info & Sign-up @ trinkidstuscaloosa.com 

April 1st – Church Pot Luck, Easter 
Egg Hunt, and Concert  

Verse of the Month 
 

Starting this month, we will introduce a 
memory verse for all of TrinKids each 
month. Make it your goal to learn it as a 
family! We will weave our memory 
verse through all our programs including 
Sunday School, Worship, and PM. This 
month’s verse is: 
 

“Therefore I tell you, do not be anxious 
about your life, what you will eat or 
what you will drink, nor about your 
body, what you will put on. Is not life 
more than food, and the body more 
than clothing?” 
  Matthew 6:25 


